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Jesus said to his disciples: "I am the true vine, me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you

£ . and my Father is the vine grower. He takes can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me will be
A away every branch in me that does not bear ~ thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them
—~ fruit, and every one that does he prunes so and throw them into a fire and they will be burned. If you

that it bears more fruit. You are already pruned because of remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever
the word that I spoke to you. Remain in me, as I remain in you want and it will be done for you. By this is my Father glo-
you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it rified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remainin — John 15:1-8

me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in

A branch
cannot
bear fruit
on its own

unless it

remains
on the
vine.

John 15:4
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Parish Mission Statement

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, as
a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

All are welcome!

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;

NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;

NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;

NO MATTER what your self-image may be;

YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership

All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory.

Use of the electronic giving (Faith Direct) or envelope system is required if
statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All parishioners should
use either one of the donation forms. If you move or change your address,
please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism

Baptisms are celebrated on the third Saturday of the month (except on holi-
days) at 1:00 p.m.. No more than four families will be scheduled for a Bap-

tism at one time. Please call the Rectory at 718-631-4454 or the Faith For-
mation Office at 718-225-5191. After the initial intake, you will be asked to
go to the Rectory to pick up a checklist and handbook. You will also have to
schedule a private class and will need a copy of your child's birth certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their sacra-
mental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further infor-
mation, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses

5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
e Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
e Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
e Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies

o Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and
solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions

o Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
o Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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Reflections *

Baptism Promises Renewed
By Paul Turner

Whenever Catholics celebrate baptism
at Mass, all the faithful renew their
baptismal promises. At the Easter
Vigil, those about to be baptized must
respond to questions asking them to
renounce evil and to profess their
faith. Having witnessed this, the rest
of the community responds to the
same questions, renewing their baptismal promises.

Whenever infants are baptized, their parents and godpar-
ents renew their promises because an infant is incapable of
making them. In this renewal, the parents and godparents
demonstrate their willingness to share their faith with this
growing child. When the baptism takes place at Sunday
Mass, all the faithful respond to the questions with the par-
ents and godparents. This renewal replaces the creed, but it
also gives all members of the community a chance to
pledge that they will share their faith with this child as well.

On Easter Sunday in the United States, the entire assembly
renews its baptismal promises, and this replaces the creed
on that day. The design of the Easter liturgy is that the re-
newal takes place at the Vigil right after baptism. However,
not everyone attends the Vigil, and it was thought im-
portant for all to make a renewal of promises at least once a
year. Every Catholic should make an effort to attend the
Vigil, when they will celebrate the resurrection of Christ
and witness the baptisms. They will also be invited to re-
new their promises in the presence of those who have re-
nounced sin and professed their faith in order to join the
Body of Christ.

During Lent, Catholics accept penance to turn away from
sin and follow the gospel. When they renew their baptismal
promises at Easter, they bring their Lent to a fitting climax.

Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Vir-
ginia St. #170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505.

This Week

Monday, April 29, 2024
Memorial of Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor
of the Church

Thursday, May 2, 2024
Memorial of Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church

Friday, May 3, 2024
Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles
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Each year Saint Anastasia and the Diocese of Brooklyn engage in the Annual
Catholic Appeal which supports Catholic programs throughout Brooklyn and
Queens and affects the lives of countless individuals and families living in our
neighborhoods in addition to benefiting our parish. The Annual Catholic Appeal
makes possible those programs that no one parish could do alone.

Why is your participation important?

As followers of Jesus here at Saint Anastasia, we understand our responsibility
to our parish implies a responsibility to the diocese which unites us together with
the entire Catholic community as the one body of Christ.

When one part of the body does not participate, the entire body suffers and
makes it harder to function. Likewise, your participation in this Appeal, over and
above your regular Sunday offering, will determine the ability of Saint Anastasia
to faithfully support the mission of Christ while also providing the needed support
we receive as one parish, which is part of the larger Catholic Church.

Please join us to respond as the Church of Christ called to Communion, Participa-
tion & Mission in Brooklyn and Queens through a pledge to the Annual Catholic
Appeal today at AnnualCatholicAppeal.org or text DONATE to 917-336-1255

The Annual Catholic Appeal
seeks to raise a minimum of
$8 million to provide programs
and ministries throughout the
Diocese and support the local
efforts of parishes like ours.

The goal for Saint Anastasia
$107,734.

Once we exceed our goal, we will
then receive 100% of all funds
raised above this figure directly
back to our parish.

For questions regarding the
Annual Catholic Appeal, or
to schedule an appointment to
make a gift to the parish,
please contact the Parish Office

718-631-4454

Called to
Communion,
Participation,

and Mission /

What does the Annual Catholic Appeal Support?
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Love and Serve

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Have you noticed broken tree branches lying on street
curbs, yards, or in the park? It is common to see branches
that have broken off and fallen to the ground due to strong
winds and storms, especially during wintertime or shortly
after. Severed from their trees, the fallen branches will
wither and die. They can’t live detached from tree trunks or
grow leaves, pines, or roots.

That is a metaphor for us urban dwellers. Vine and branch-

Fifth Sunday of Easter -- April 28, 2024 es is a similar metaphor that Jesus uses in today’s Gospel to
“He had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.” How will exemplify the significance of our unity with Him. He is the
you manifest your discipleship? Consider living the Lord’s vine that is connected to God and us, the branches. The
new commandment of love as a priest, deacon, sister or vine provides the branches with the life-giving sustenance
brother. Contact the Vocation Office at (718) 827-2454, they need to live and be fruitful. In today’s short reading,

or email: vocations@diobrook.org Jesus uses the word remain or abide in some other Bible

translations seven times, promising to abide in us and call-
ing us to abide in Him. Think of a concerned father or
mother appealing to their child to hold their hand to keep
them from straying and getting lost.

It is important to point out that what Jesus said is not
merely a fleeting suggestion. It is not like someone trying a
diet to eat healthier, only to move to another if it doesn’t
work or in pursuit of better results. Jesus’s words are not
one way or a better way, it is the only way for us to get all
we need to live, grow, and flourish from Him.

We know we have little control over much that happens in
our lives, yet we try to control every aspect and influence
every outcome. We can be overwhelmed with feelings of
angst, anger, and fear. We agonize, fret, and carry heavy
burdens only to recall that God abides in us when it gets
too much to bear. Jesus said that He remains in us like a
vine to branches; it is up to us to remain in Him, always.

Jesus continues to speak to us in today’s Gospel and New
Testament readings, “Without me you can do noth-

ing.” (John 15:5b). “And his commandment is this: we
should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and
love one another just as he commanded us. Those who
keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them,
and the way we know that he remains in us is from the

Spirit that h . (1 John 3:23-24).
Use "st. anastasia ny" to signup at formed.org pirit that he gave us.” (1 John )

Let us put Jesus’ call into practice starting today and have
it become a life-long habit. Think about how your time is
spent and what contributes to negative feelings and anxie-
ty. Which negative thoughts, bad habits, regrets, and fears
can you prune away for healthier living? Spend time with
God daily to reflect on His words by reading the Bible or
spiritual writings. Be in His presence, silently and atten-

. s T tively, to hear and discern His voice. Recognize and give
Chi IdY.'en S qCtivity sheets are thanks for His gifts, love, and desire to abide in you.
[oCated in the back of the ChurCh

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.
© LoveAndServe.online — Used with permission.
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Bread & Wine Memorial Mass Intentions imd

Sunday, April 28, 2024
5:00 p.m. Vigil Blaise Saunders

la

Joan Gambeski and Maryalis Adams

April 28 — May 4, 2024 In Suk & Ok Yub Cha
’Y 8:00 a.m.  People of St. Anastasia Parish
' .
Holy Father's Prayer Intentions %S [N N—
April 2024 Manuela Ficuciello

For the role of women 12:00 noon Maryalis Adams

We pray that the dignity and immense value of women be Martin Bristol
recognized in every culture, and for the end of discrimination
that they experience in different parts of the world. Monday, April 29, 2024
. 3  8:30a.m. Maryalis Adams
Prayer Intentions & Petor Real, St
Please remember in prayers our brothers and sis- Tuesday, April 30, 2024
ters who have died. 8:30 am.  Msgr. Anthony Sherman

Patricia Hand

Also remember the homebound, sick and those who

/ have asked for our prayers: Anthony Logerfo, Ger- Wednesday. May 1. 2024
%)@g{ aldine Armenio, Ann Cavaseno, Alfina Manca, Jo- 8: ?e’zor;ersn a4y, E\?Z Yim—Wah T
, @u . sephine Finocchiaro, TJ McSherry, Claire Levens, ’ o Steve Duggan
% Fred Bedell, John Dietzler, Carmela Digregorio,
& ager Eva Bedell, Gregory Wiehl, and Jo Ann Ferrari. Thursday, May 2, 2024

8:30 a.m. Robert Bilz

Dumitru Perceli
Flocknote
Friday, May 3, 2024

Stay connected by receiving text messages from our parish. Go to 8:30 am.  Joan Gambeski

stanyc.flocknote.com to register or text stanyc to 84576. Ann & Eugene Ferguson

Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications. There is no charge Saturday, May 4, 2024

for this service but your carrier’s text and data rates may apply. 8:30 a.m. Patricia Brennan
Tammy Tam Kelly

St Anastasia Parish Registration 7 RS RRRERTS

5:00 p.m. Vigil Winifred Towey
Ronald Marino

8:00a.m.  Antoni Pawlowski
Angelica Jimenez

10:00 a.m. People of St. Anastasia Parish

Visitors: Welcome! 12:00 noon James Aiosa

Thank you for attending Mass with us today. Croce Alesci

If you have not previously registered or are considering registering

with our parish, please complete a Parish Registration Form

located in the rear of the church then return it to the rectory.
Pray for Those Who Mourn

Parish Family: Why Register?

If you have not already registered, it is important to do so. If and

when you are asked to be a sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation,

you will need a letter from the parish. Letters cannot be given to

those who are not registered parishioners. Please be sure to keep

your information updated with the parish, especially with changes

to address and phone number.
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